Who was Charles Hardwick, who had a sanatorium in Guadalajara in the early
1920s?
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In the early 1920s, Charles Hardwick, an English doctor, was running a
sanatorium in Guadalajara. How did this come about, and what’s his story?

Charles Hardwick, the youngest of four siblings, was born in Wednesbury,
Staffordshire, England, in 1876 to William Hardwick and his wife, Mary. After
William died a few years later, Mary became a single mum, working as a
laundress and having to bring up their four children on her own.! In about
1885, Mary (1842-1924) married widower Thomas Clifton III (1832-1907).

Hardwick is the spelling used on his birth certificate (and the spelling used
here) though he and other family members sometimes later wrote Hardwicke.

From later accounts of their lives, it seems that both Charles and his older
brother Arthur moved to the U.S. in the 1890s, where Charles trained as a
doctor at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine,? and Arthur, who
had worked as a telegraph operator in the British West Indies, became a
journalist.?

By 1902, Charles—now Dr. Charles—Hardwick was living in Charleston, Vermont,
when he was elected the correspondence secretary of the Vermont Eclectic
Medical Society.® At some point he moved to Springfield, Massachusetts, where
he established and conducted the Relief Emergency Hospital at Main and Clinton
Streets. He also spent several years as a medical officer on ocean liners, and
lived three years in the Dominican Republic.?’

In 1910, he was in Mexico City, staying at the Hotel Francis.® This is
presumably when he started working for Sir Weetman Pearson’s Mexican Eagle 0il
Company. He was soon appointed as its chief medical officer, based in the Gulf
coast port of Tampico. Hardwick gave up this position with its $5,000 a year
salary in January 1915 to travel to Europe and volunteer for medical service
in the first world war.

Hardwick’s initial plan was to serve as chief medical officer to Pearson (by
then Lord Cowdray) in a British Army hospital in Belgium. He set sail from New
York on the S.S. Franconia in early February. Later reports show that Hardwick
was attached to the auxiliary forces of the French army, was put in charge of
the military hospital at D’Arc en Barrois, near Verdun. Within two years, he
had been promoted to the rank of medical major in the French regular army.’ In
January 1917, Hardwick was transferred to the Balkans, and on his way to
Salonika.® Eighteen months later, he wrote to his brother Arthur to say he had
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been awarded the Croix de Guerre in active service in Macedonia, for
personally supervising the withdrawal of over 150 badly wounded men under
heavy shelling and machine-gun fire. For his war service, Hardwick was also
awarded two medals—the order of the White Eagle and the order of St. Sava—by
the crown prince of Serbia.’

Hardwick first met his wife, Beatrice Lily Robinshaw (1882-1935) in Belgrade.
It emerged that his wife had won more decorations during the war than he had.
Beatrice, serving with Lady Paget’s British Red Cross unit, was one of a corps
of British nurses taken prisoner by the Bulgarian army in Macedonia. Released
several months later, their safest way home required a grueling 2000-kilometer
march north to St. Petersburg. Beatrice returned to the front after a short
rest, and assisted with repatriation work after the war ended. She received
three British medals and three Serbian medals for her wartime service.'’

Major Charles Hardwick and his wife, Beatrice Lily Robinshaw.
Credit: The Springfield Daily Republic, 13 March 1921, pl3.

Hardwick and his wife married in the British Consulate in Belgrade on 17 June
1920. In March 1921, they moved to Mexico, so that Hardwick could resume his
position with the Eagle 0il Company.

It remains unclear when they first arrived in Guadalajara, but they were
certainly living there in 1922, when Hardwick was named on a committee helping
organize the annual American colony Thanksgiving Ball at the Hotel San
Francis.!! Curiously, this was at almost exactly the same time as Beatrice was
giving birth in Warminster, U.K., to their first and only child, a daughter
named Margaret Mary Hardwick.!?

° The Springfield Daily Republican: 13 Mar 1921, 13.
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Hardwick must have opened his sanatorium, housed in a stately building known
as Casa Collignon, in Guadalajara in about 1922.!° Helen Creighton, a visiting
Canadian who taught at the American School in Guadalajara in 1923, must have
become good friends with the Hardwicks.

Creighton’s photographs of Guadalajara, now held by the Nova Scotia archives
in Canada, include several related to “Dr. Hardwick’s Sanatorium,” as well as
a playful snapshot of her crouching in a kennel pretending to be the
Hardwick’s dog, and a photograph of her holding their baby daughter.

Dr. Hardwick’s Sanatorium. Photo credit: Helen Creighton, 1923.
Photo reproduced by kind permission of Nova Scotia Archives.

The Hardwicks took a lengthy trip in 1924, one leg of which was the RMS Oriana
steamship from Valparaiso in Chile via the Panama canal to Cuba and the U.K.
The family arrived in Liverpool at the end of April.

Early the following year, Margaret and her mother returned to Mexico from the
U.K., traveling with a young nurse, Nina Winifred Bennett.

The Hardwicks cannot have stayed very long in Guadalajara. By the time
Charles’ brother Arthur and nephew Charles A. visited them for a month in
summer 1925, they were living in El Oro, northwest of Mexico City, where
Charles was employed as chief medical officer of the Mexican Mines company.
The company was a very prosperous concern, with 5000 employees extracting
$250,000 of gold a month.'

A year later, Charles and his family had moved again, this time to Veracruz,
where he took up a position as medical officer for the Compafiia Terminal. Less

** Casa Collignon (on Av. Tolsa, between La Paz and Libertad, and long since
demolished) was designed by Italian architect Angel Corsi for businessman Julio
Collignon, one of several Prussian-born brothers who established themselves in
Guadalajara in the latter part of the nineteenth century.

* The Republican: 17 Jul 1925, 16; 25 Aug 1925, 8. Arthur visited Charles again
every few years, including 1927, 1934 and 1941; he died in 1943. (The Republican: 29
Aug 1927, 8; 13 Sep 1934, 14; 20 May 1941, 9. 17 May 1943, 1, 7.)



than two months after their arrival, the port was struck by a cyclone and had
no water or power for several days.?'®

Beatrice took Margaret, then aged 5, to visit the U.K. in April 1928, and
again in November 1931.

By about then, the family had moved to Mexico City, where Charles continued to
practice as a doctor and surgeon. In 1933, he crossed the border into Texas,
apparently accompanying a patient with ‘renal calculus’ headed for to see a
specialist in California.

Charles did not know it at the time, but it was on a similar trip two years
later that he lost his wife. Beatrice had undergone an unsuccessful abdominal
surgery in Mexico City, and the couple were on their way to see a specialist
in Los Angeles. They had only got as far as Texas when Beatrice’s condition
deteriorated. She was admitted to a hospital in Temple, Texas, where,
tragically, she died on 13 August 1935.'¢

Charles remarried two years later. It is unclear how they met, but he married
a 43-year-old British woman, Johanna Dorothy Melchers, in Mexico City on 27
February 1937.'7 They visited the U.K. shortly after their marriage and
returned to Mexico via New York in May.

Two years later, in June 1939, Johanna traveled from New York to Southampton,
U.K. on the Aquitania, and returned in August with her stepdaughter Margaret,
then aged 16, who may have been staying with family or at school in England.
Johanna and Margaret crossed the northern border into Texas several times over
the next few years.!®

On 2 November 1943, shortly after her 21st birthday, Margaret married Nicolaas
Adrianus Snydelaar in Mexico City. Nicolaas, born in the city to Belgian
parents, was a 25-year-old mechanical engineer. Margaret’s father and
stepmother were among the witnesses.

Almost exactly a year later, on 4 November 1944, Dr. Charles Hardwick died of
Bright’s disease at his home (Avenida C&ucaso #1164) in Mexico City. His
remains were interred in the British cemetery.

His wife, Johanna, later moved back to the U.K., where she died at a nursing
home in Tunbridge Wells on 23 July 1955.

* The Republican: 8 Oct 1926, 14.
¢ (a) The Republican: 15 Aug 1935, 2. (b) Texas death registration.

7 Johanna Dorothy Melchers, born London 11 December 1892, died Tunbridge Wells,
U.K. 23 July 1955.

¥ Entry dates into Texas from Mexico for Johanna and Margaret, traveling
together, include 13 March 1940, 11 September 1940 and 5 October 1941. Margaret
crossed the border on her own, aged 19, on 25 February 1942 and 16 June 1942.



iQuién era Charles Hardwick, quien dirigia un sanatorio en Guadalajara a
principios de la década de 19202
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A principios de la década de 1920, Charles Hardwick, un médico inglés, dirigia
un sanatorio en Guadalajara. ¢(Coémo surgid esto y cual es su historia?

Charles Hardwick, el menor de cuatro hermanos, nacidé en Wednesbury,
Staffordshire, Inglaterra, en 1876, hijo de William Hardwick y su esposa,
Mary. Tras la muerte de William unos afios después, Mary se convirtidé en madre
soltera, trabajando como lavandera y criando sola a sus cuatro hijos.
Alrededor de 1885, Mary (1842-1924) se casd con el viudo Thomas Clifton III
(1832-1907) .

Hardwick es la ortografia utilizada en su certificado de nacimiento (y la que
se utiliza aqui), aunque él y otros familiares a veces escribieron
posteriormente como Hardwicke.

De relatos posteriores sobre sus vidas, parece que tanto Charles como su
hermano mayor Arthur se mudaron a Estados Unidos en la década de 1890, donde
Charles se formdé como médico en la Facultad de Medicina de la Universidad
Johns Hopkins, y Arthur, quien habia trabajado como telegrafista en las Indias
Occidentales Briténicas, se convirtidé en periodista.

Para 1902, Charles —ahora Dr. Charles— Hardwick vivia en Charleston, Vermont,
cuando fue elegido secretario de correspondencia de la Sociedad Médica
Ecléctica de Vermont. Posteriormente se muddé a Springfield, Massachusetts,
donde fundé y dirigid el Hospital de Emergencias de Socorro en las calles Main
y Clinton. También pasd varios afios como oficial médico en transatlénticos y
vivié tres afios en la Republica Dominicana.

En 1910, se encontraba en la Ciudad de México, alojandose en el Hotel Francis.
Presumiblemente, fue entonces cuando comenzd a trabajar para la Mexican Eagle
0il Company de Sir Weetman Pearson. Pronto fue nombrado director médico, con
base en el puerto de Tampico, en la costa del Golfo. Hardwick renuncidé a este
puesto, con su salario anual de 5.000 ddlares, en enero de 1915 para viajar a
Europa y ofrecerse como voluntario para el servicio médico en la Primera
Guerra Mundial.

El plan inicial de Hardwick era servir como jefe médico de Pearson (por
entonces Lord Cowdray) en un hospital del ejército britédnico en Bélgica. Zarpd
de Nueva York en el S.S. Franconia a principios de febrero. Informes
posteriores indican que Hardwick estuvo asignado a las fuerzas auxiliares del
ejército francés y fue puesto a cargo del hospital militar de D'Arc en
Barrois, cerca de Verdun. En dos afios, fue ascendido a mayor de medicina en el
ejército regular francés. En enero de 1917, Hardwick fue transferido a los
Balcanes, camino a Saldénica. Dieciocho meses después, escribidé a su hermano
Arthur para comunicarle que le habian concedido la Cruz de Guerra en servicio
activo en Macedonia, por supervisar personalmente la retirada de mas de 150
hombres gravemente heridos bajo intensos bombardeos y fuego de ametralladora.
Por su servicio en la guerra, Hardwick también recibidé dos medallas: la Orden
del Aguila Blanca y la Orden de San Sava, otorgadas por el principe heredero
de Serbia.



Hardwick conocié a su esposa, Beatrice Lily Robinshaw (1882-1935), en
Belgrado. Se supo que su esposa habia recibido mé&s condecoraciones durante la
guerra que él. Beatrice, que servia en la unidad de la Cruz Roja Briténica de
Lady Paget, formaba parte de un cuerpo de enfermeras britdnicas hechas
prisioneras por el ejército bulgaro en Macedonia. Liberadas varios meses
después, su camino mads seguro a casa requeria una agotadora marcha de 2000
kilémetros hacia el norte, hasta San Petersburgo. Beatrice regresd al frente
tras un breve descanso y colabord en las labores de repatriacidédn tras el fin
de la guerra. Recibid tres medallas britédnicas y tres serbias por su servicio
en tiempos de guerra.

Hardwick y su esposa se casaron en el Consulado Britdnico de Belgrado el 17 de
junio de 1920. En marzo de 1921, se mudaron a México para que Hardwick pudiera
retomar su puesto en la Eagle 0il Company.

No se sabe con certeza cuadndo llegaron a Guadalajara, pero sin duda vivian
alli en 1922, cuando Hardwick fue nombrado miembro de un comité que ayudaba a
organizar el Baile Anual de Accién de Gracias de las colonias estadounidenses
en el Hotel San Francis. Curiosamente, esto ocurrid casi exactamente al mismo
tiempo que Beatrice daba a luz en Warminster, Reino Unido, a su primera y
unica hija, Margaret Mary Hardwick.

Hardwick debidé abrir su sanatorio, ubicado en un majestuoso edificio conocido
como Casa Collignon, en Guadalajara alrededor de 1922. Helen Creighton, una
canadiense de visita que impartidé clases en la Escuela Americana de
Guadalajara en 1923, debid de hacerse muy amiga de los Hardwick. Las
fotografias de Creighton de Guadalajara, que ahora se conservan en 1los
archivos de Nueva Escocia en Canadéd, incluyen varias relacionadas con el
"Sanatorio del Dr. Hardwick", asi como una instantdnea divertida de ella
agachada en una perrera, fingiendo ser el perro de los Hardwick, y una
fotografia de ella sosteniendo a su hija pequefa.

Los Hardwick emprendieron un largo viaje en 1924, una de cuyas etapas fue el
vapor RMS Oriana desde Valparaiso, Chile, a través del Canal de Panami, hasta
Cuba y el Reino Unido. La familia 1llegd a Liverpool a finales de abril.

A principios del afio siguiente, Margaret y su madre regresaron a México desde
el Reino Unido, viajando con una joven enfermera, Nina Winifred Bennett.

Los Hardwick no debieron permanecer mucho tiempo en Guadalajara. Para cuando
el hermano de Charles, Arthur, y su sobrino, Charles A., los visitaron durante
un mes en el verano de 1925, vivian en El1 Oro, al noroeste de la Ciudad de
México, donde Charles trabajaba como director médico de la Compafiia Minera
Mexicana. La compafiia era una empresa muy prbspera, con 5000 empleados que
extraian 250 000 ddélares en oro al mes.

Un afio después, Charles y su familia se mudaron de nuevo, esta vez a Veracruz,
donde é1 asumid el cargo de director médico de la Terminal de la Compafiia.
Menos de dos meses después de su llegada, el puerto fue azotado por un ciclédn
y se quedd sin agua ni electricidad durante varios dias.

Beatrice llevé a Margaret, que entonces tenia 5 afios, a visitar el Reino Unido
en abril de 1928 y de nuevo en noviembre de 1931.

Para entonces, la familia se habia mudado a la Ciudad de México, donde Charles
seguia ejerciendo como médico y cirujano. En 1933, cruzd la frontera hacia
Texas, aparentemente acompafiando a un paciente con cédlculos renales que se
dirigia a California para consultar con un especialista.

Charles no lo sabia en ese momento, pero fue en un viaje similar dos afios
después que perdid a su esposa. Beatrice se habia sometido a una cirugia



abdominal sin éxito en la Ciudad de México, y la pareja se dirigia a Los
Angeles para consultar con un especialista. Solo habian llegado a Texas cuando
el estado de Beatrice empeord. Fue ingresada en un hospital de Temple, Texas,
donde, tragicamente, fallecidé el 13 de agosto de 1935.

Charles se volvid a casar dos afios después. No se sabe con certeza cédmo se
conocieron, pero él se casd con una britdnica de 43 afios, Johanna Dorothy
Melchers, en la Ciudad de México el 27 de febrero de 1937. Visitaron el Reino
Unido poco después de casarse y regresaron a México via Nueva York en mayo.

Dos afios después, en junio de 1939, Johanna viajé de Nueva York a Southampton,
Reino Unido, en el Aquitania, y regresd en agosto con su hijastra Margaret,
que entonces tenia 16 afios, quien posiblemente se encontraba con familiares o
estudiando en Inglaterra. Johanna y Margaret cruzaron la frontera norte hacia
Texas varias veces durante los afios siguientes.

El 2 de noviembre de 1943, poco después de cumplir 21 afios, Margaret se casb
con Nicolaas Adrianus Snydelaar en la Ciudad de México. Nicolaas, nacido en la
ciudad de padres belgas, era un ingeniero mecédnico de 25 afios. El padre y la
madrastra de Margaret estuvieron entre los testigos.

Casi exactamente un afio después, el 4 de noviembre de 1944, el Dr. Charles
Hardwick fallecidé a causa de la enfermedad de Bright en su domicilio (Avenida
Caucaso #1164) en la Ciudad de México. Sus restos fueron enterrados en el
Pantedn Britéanico.

Su esposa, Johanna, regresd posteriormente al Reino Unido, donde fallecid en
una residencia de ancianos en Tunbridge Wells el 23 de julio de 1955.



